Excerpted from Easy Writer: Interactive Software for ESL Students, by Jane Hanser

What Do Children Really Need?

Irina Alvarez

Many parents want the best for their children. They want their children to be
the best. Many parents work every day to give their children the best education,
the best clothes, and the best things.

Many children, on the other hand, want only to enjoy life. They want to play
with their friends. They don't want to study. They don't want to do anything. But
they still want their parents to give them everything that they need.

Children don't always need the best clothes, the best toys or the best things.
Sometimes they need their parents to spend more time with them. Parents need
to be their children's friends.

| have a father but he has never felt like a 'friend'. | have never had good
communication with him and communication is important because when it is good,
the relationship is good. Even now | never talk with my father. He is the same
way with my brothers and sisters.

When my siblings and | were younger, my father was always busy at work.
He never had time to spend with us. As a child, | had many things, but not that.

In this day and age, parents have to learn about their children, and children
have to learn about their parents. The most important thing we can do as parents

is to communicate and spend time with our children.
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